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KOREA (HANGUK/JOSEON) 

The polities located in the northern part of Korea came under Chinese influence early, and were conquered 
by the Han emperors of China in 108 BC. Late in the i st century BC a native kingdom, Goguryeo, asserted its 
independence, but credible historical data begins only in the 2 nd century AD. At the same time the states of 
Baekje and Silla emerged in the west and east of the Korean peninsula, respectively. While Sui China failed to 
subdue the area, Tang China destroyed both Baekje (660) and Goguryeo (667) in alliance with Silla, which took 
over the entire peninsula, and defeated Chinese attempts to subdue it in 675—676. Another Korean kingdom, 
Balhae (in Chinese Bohai) emerged in the north at the end of the 7 th century as a successor of Goguryeo, but it 
was destroyed by the Liao Khitans in 916. 

By this time rebellions against Silla had led to the establishment of other kingdoms: Hubaekje at Jeonju 
(900) and Goryeo at Songdo (Gaesong, in 918). Goryeo annexed Silla in 935 and Hubaekje in 936, acquiring 
control of the entire peninsula. Gwangjong of Goryeo (949—975) emancipated the slaves (958), introduced 
Confucian civil service examinations, and claimed the imperial title (hivangje) to highlight his equality with the 
ruler of China. Becoming vassals of the Mongols in 1159, the last rulers of Goryeo had to make do with the 
simple title of king (wang). Korean troops partook in the failed attempts of Qubilai Qa’an to conquer Japan in 
the late 13 th century. Only in 1356, while the Mongol Yuan Dynasty was losing control of China, was Goryeo 
able to reassert its effective independence, albeit becoming in name a vassal of Ming China. 

In 1391 the politically divided Goryeo regime was overthrown by its general I Seonggye, who founded the 
Joseon state, establishing a more effective leadership. In the early 15 th century King Sejong cleared the seas of 
Japanese pirates and warded off Manchu aggression from the northeast, reestablishing Korean control in the 
area. He also created and implemented the national Hangeul script in 1443. But in the late 16 th century Korea 
fell prey to Japanese invasions (1591— 1598), repelled with military assistance received from Ming China. The 
experience plunged Joseon into isolationism, which made it more difficult to resist the rising power of the 
Manchus, who invaded in 1617 and 1637, makingjoseon an even more ostensible Chinese vassal during the 
Manchu Qing Dynasty. Joseon profited from some two centuries of peace until the Sino-Japanese War of 
1894—1895, which was fought largely on Korean land. Although defeated China was forced to recognize Joseon 
independence, the Japanese victory assured Japanese political influence over the Korea. The Joseon king Gojong 
proclaimed himself emperor (hivangje) in 1897, but was forced to accept Japanese protectorate in 1905, and in 
1907 was forced to abdicate in favor of his son. In 1910 Japan annexed Korea, which remained under Japanese 
occupation until 1945. After Japan’s defeat in World War II, Korea recovered its independence but became 
effectively divided along the 38 th parallel, corresponding to the Soviet and U.S. administrations in the north and 
south, respectively. Cold War politics led to the formal creation of the republics of North Korea and South 
Korea in 1948. 

The rulers of Korea used several different titles, the basic royal title being wang (as in China). Goguryeo 
rulers took the title of daewang (great king) in the 2 nd century. The rulers of Baekje used wang and those of Silla 
used several successive titles, occasionally daewang and taewang. In the mid-1 o th century the ruler of Goryeo 
assumed the Chinese imperial title hivangje (in Chinese huangdi ), but in the 13 th century his successors had to 
abandon it for the title of mere wang (king) as vassals of the Mongols. The same title was employed by the 
Joseon rulers until 1897, when Gojong took the imperial title hwangje , Korea having been declared fully 
independent of Qing China in 1895. Most Korean monarchs are referred to by Chinese-style temple or 
posthumous names, eventually formed with ancestral terms —jo and —jong (like Chinese — zu and —zong). 

GOGUREYO at Gungnae (Ji'an), then Pyeongyang from 417 
?—146 Taejo (Go Gung) ... son of Go Jaesa, son of Yurimyeong 1 ; daewang-, abdicated, died 165 
146—165 Chadae (Go Suseong) ... brother ofTaejo 
165 — 179 Sindae (Go Baekgo) ... son of Chadae 
179—196 Gogukcheon (Go Nammu) ... son of Sindae 
196—227 Sansang (Go Yeonu) ... son of Sindae 

1 According to tradition, earlier rulers included: Hae Mosu’s son Dongmyeong (37—19 BC), his son Yurimyeong 
(19 BC—AD 18), his son Daemusin (18—44), his brother Minjung (44—48), and his son Mobon (48—53), 
followed by the 7-year old Taejo, but the chronological indicators and the resulting age for Taejo are suspect. 
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117— 148 Dongcheon (Go Uwigeo) ... son of Sansang 

148—170 Jungcheon (Go Yeonbul) ... son of Dongcheon 
170—191 Seocheon (Go Yakro) ... son of Jungcheon 
191—300 Bongsang (Go Sangbu) ... son of Seocheon 

300—3 31 Micheon (Go Eulbul) ... son of Go Dolgo, son of Seocheon 
331—371 Gogugwon (Go Sayu) ... son of Micheon 

371—384 Sosurim (Go Gubu) ... son of Gogugwon 

384— 391 Gogugyang (Go Iryeon) ... son of Gogugwon 

391—413 Gwanggaeto (Go Damdeok) ... son of Gogugyang 
413—491 Jangsu (Go Georgyon) ... son of Gwanggaeto 

491—519 Munjamyeong (Go Naun) ... son of Go Chudaega Joda, son of Jangsu 

5 1 9—5 31 Anjang (Go Heungan) ... son of Munjamyeong 

531—545 Anwon (Go Boyeon) ... son of Munjamyeong 

545 — 559 Yangwon (Go Pyeongseong) ... son of Anwon 

559— 590 Pyeongwon (Go Yangseong) ... son of Yangwon 

590—618 Yeongyang (Go Daewon) ... son of Pyeongwon 

618—641 Yeongyu (Go Geonmu) ... son of Pyeongwon 

641—668 Go Bojang ... son of Go Taeyang, son of Pyeongwon; deposed, died 681 

(to Silla 668) 

BAEKJE at Wiryeseong 1 

18 BC—AD 18 Onjo ... son of Dongmyeong of Goguryeo; ivang of Baekje 

18—77 Daru ... son of Onjo 
77—118 Giru ... son of Daru 

118— 166 Gaeru ... son of Giru 

166—114 Chogo ... son of Gaeru 

114—134 Gusu ... son of Chogo 

134 Saban ... son of Gusu 
134—186 Goi ... son of Gaeru 

186—198 Chaekgye ... son of Goi 
198—304 Bunseo ... son of Chaekgye 
304—344 Biryu ... sons of Gusu 
344—346 Gye ... son of Bunseo 
346—375 Geunchogo ... son of Biryu 
375 — 384 Geungusu (Bueyo Su) ... son of Geunchogo 
3 84—3 8 5 Chimnyu ... son of Geungusu 

385— 391 Jinsa... son of Geungusu 

391—405 Asin (Buyeo Abang) ... son of Chimnyu 

405—410 Jeonji (Buyeo Yeoyeong) ... son of Asin 

410—417 Guisin ... son of Jeonji 

417—45 5 Biyu ... son of Guisin 

455—475 Gaero (Buyeo Gyeong) ... son of Biyu 

475—477 Munju (Buyeo Modo) ... son of Gaero 

477—479 Samgeun (Buyeo Imgeol) ... son of Munju 

479—501 Dongseong (Buyeo Modae) ... son of Gonji, son of Gaero 

501—513 Muryeong (Buyeo Sama) ... son of Dongseong 

513 — 554 Seong (Buyeo Myeong) ... son of Muryeong 

1 The capital moved: it was at Wiryeseong (Seoul) until 475, Ungjin (Gongju) until 538, and then at Sabi. 
J Or perhaps more likely grandson. 
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554-598 

598— 599 

599— 600 

600— 641 
641 —660 
661-663 


Wideok (Buyeo Chang) ... son of Seong 
Hye (Buyeo Gye) ... son of Seong 
Beop (Buyeo Seon) ... son of Hye 
Mu (Buyeo Jang) ... son of Beop 
Buyeo Uija ... son of Mu; 4 5 deposed 
Buyeo Pung ... son of Buyeo Uija; deposed 
(to Silla 660/663) 


57 BC—AD 4 
4 - 2-4 
2 - 4-57 
57-80 
80—111 

112.-134 

134-154 

154-184 

184—196 

196—230 

230—247 

247—261 

262—284 

284—298 

298—310 

310-356 

356-402 

402-417 
417-458 
458-479 
479-500 
500-514 
514-540 
540-576 
576-579 
579-632 
632-647 
647-654 
654—661 
661-681 

681—692 
692—702 
702-737 
737-742 


SILLA at Gyeongju 

Bak Hyeokgeose ... geoseogan of Silla 

Bak Namhae ... son of Hyeokgeose; chachaung of Silla 

Bak Yuri... son of Namhae; isageum of Silla 

Seok Talhae ... husband of Bak Ani, daughter of Namhae; son of Seok Hamdalpa 

Bak Pasa ... son of YurL 

Bak Jima ... son of Pasa 

Bak Ilseong ... son 6 of Yuri 

Bak Adalla ... son of Ilseong 

Seok Beolhyu ... son of Seok Kuchu, son of Talhae 

Seok Naehae ... son of Seok Imae, son of Beolhyu 

Seok Jobun ... son of Seok Goljeong, son of Beolhyu 

Seok Cheomhae ... brother of Jobun 

Gim Michu ... husband of Seok Gwangmyeung, daughter of Jobun; son of Gim Gudo 

Seok Yurye ... son of Jobun 

Seok Girim ... son of Seok Goelsug, son of Jobun 

Gim Heulhae ... son of Seok Uro, son of Naehae 

Gim Naemul ... son of Gim Malgu, brother of Michu; husband of Gim Boban, daughter of 
Michu; maripgan of Silla 

Gim Silseong ... son of Gim Daeseoji, brother of Michu 

Gim Nulji... son of Naemul; husband of daughter of Silseong 

Gim Jabi ... son of Nulji; husband of daughter of Gim Misaheun, son of Naemul 

Gim Soji... son of Jabi 

Jijeung (Gim Jidaero) ... son of Gim Seupbo 7 by Gim Josaeng, daughter of Nulji; ivang 

Beopheung (Gim Weonjong) ... son of Jijeung 

Jinheung (Gim Maegjong) ... son of Gim Ibjong, son of Jijeung 

Jinji (Gim Geomryun) ... son of Jinheung 

Jinpyeong (Gim Baekjeong) ... son of Gim Dongnyun, son of Jinheung 

Seondeok (Gim Cheongmyeong) ... daughter of Jinpyeong 

Jindeok (Gim Seungman) ... daughter of Gim Gugban, brother of Jinpyeong 

Muyeol (Gim Chunchu) ... son of Gim Youngchun, 8 son of Jinji 

Munmu (Gim Beopmin) ... son of Muyeol 

• Gim Inmun ... son of Muyeol; rival 675; deposed, died 694 

Sinmun (Gim Jeongmyeong) ... son of Munmu 

Hyoso (Gim Ihong) ... son of Sinmun 

Seongdeok (Gim Heunggwang) ... son of Sinmun 

Hyoseong (Gim Seunggyeom) ... son of Seongdeok 


4 By Seonhwa, daughter of Jinpyeong of Silla. 

5 Or son of Naero, son of Namhae. 

6 Or perhaps more likely grandson. 

7 Son of Gim Boko, son of Naemul. 

8 By Gim Chongmyoung, daughter of Jinpyeong. 
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741-765 
765-780 
780-785 
785-798 
798—800 
800—809 
809—816 
816—836 

836-838 

838— 839 
839 

839- 857 
857—861 
861—875 

875-886 

886- 887 

887— 897 
897-911 
911-917 

917-914 

914-917 

917-935 


?— 1 99 

199-159 

259—291 

191-346 

346-407 

407-411 

411-451 

451-491 

491-511 

511-531 


698—719 

719-737 


Gyeongdeok (Gim Heonyeong) ... son of Seongdeok 
Hyegong (Gim Geonun) ... son of Gyeongdeok 

Seondeok (Gim Yangsang) ... son of Gim Hyobang 9 by Gim Saso, daughter of Seongdeok 
Wonseong (Gim Gyeongsin) ... son of Gim Hyoyang, i i th generation descendant of Naemul 
Soseong (Gim Junong) ... son of Gim Ingyeom, son of Wonseong 
Aejang (Gim Cheongmyeong) ... son of Soseong 
Heondeok (Gim Eonseung) ... brother of Soseong 

Heungdeok (Gim Gyeonghwi) ... brother of Soseong; husband of Gim Jeongmok, daughter 
of Soseong 

Huigang (Gim Jeong) ... son of Gim Heonjeong, son of Gim Yeyong, son of Wonseong 

Minae (Gim Myeong) ... son of Gim Chunggong, brother of Soseong 

Sinmu (Gim Ujing) ... son of Gim Gyunjeong, son of Gim Yeyeong, son of Wonseong 

Munseong (Gim Gyeongeung) ... son of Sinmu 

Heonan (Gim Uijeong) ... brother of Sinmu 

Gyeongmun (Gim Eungryeom) ... son of Gim Gyemyeong, 10 son of Huigang; husband of 
Gim Munui, daughter of Heonan 
Heongang (Gim Jeong) ... son of Gyeongmun 
Jeonggang (Gim Hwang) ... son of Gyeongmun 
Jinseong (Gim Man) ... daughter of Geyongmun; abdicated, died 897 
Hyogong (Gim Yo) ... bastard son of Heongang 

Sindeok (Bak Gyeonghwi) ... husband of Gim Uiseong, daughter of Heongang; son of Bak 
Yegyeom, descendant of Adalla 
Gyeongmyeong (Bak Seungyeong) ... son of Sindeok 
Gyeongae (Bak Wieung) ... son of Sindeok 

Gyeongsun (Gim Bu) ... son of Gim Hyojong 11 by Gim Gyea, daughter of Heongang; 

abdicated, died 978 
(to Goryeo 935) 

GEUMGWANGAYA at Gimhae 

Gim Suro ... ivangoi Geumgwangaya 

Gim Geodeung ... son of Suro 

Gim Mapum ... son of Geodeung 

Gim Geojilmi... son of Mapum 

Gim Ipum ... son of Geojilmi 

Gim Jwaji ... son of Ipum 

Gim Chwihui... son of Jwaji 

Gim Jilji... son of Chwihui 

Gim Gyeomji ... son of Jilji 

Gim Guhyeong ... son of Gyeomji; abdicated 

(to Silla 531) 

BALHAE at Sanggyeong 11 

Go (Gaowang, Dae Joyeong) ... son of the Gogureyo general Dae Jungsang; ivang of Balhae 
Mu (Wuwang, Dae Muye) ... son of Go 


f 10 th generation descendant of Naemul. 

10 By Gim Gwanghwa, daughter of Sinmu. 

11 Descendant of Munseong in the 5 th generation. 

11 The capital moved frequently: it was at Junggeyong (Dunhua) 741—756, then at Sanggyeong (Dongjingcheng 
near Ning'an) 756—785, then at Donggyeong (Hunchun) 785—793, then at Sanggyeong again from 793. 
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737-793 

793 - 794 
794 

794- 809 
809—811 
811—817 

817— 818 

818— 830 
830-857 
857-871 
871-893 
893—906 
906—917 


900-935 

935-936 


901—918 


916—930 

930-936 


918-943 
943-945 
945-949 
949-975 
975-981 
981-997 
997-1009 
1009—1031 
1031 —1034 
1034—1046 
1046—1083 
1083 
1083—1094 

1094— 1095 

1095— 1105 


Mun (Wenwang, Dae Heummu) ... son of Mu 
Dae Wonui... son of Mu 

Seong (Chengwang, Dae Hwayeo) ... son of Dae Goengrim, son of Mun 

Gang (Kangwang, Dae Sungrin) ... son of Mun 

Jeong (Dingwang, Dae Wonyu) ... son of Gang 

Hui (Xiwang, Dae Eonui) ... son of Gang 

Gan (Jianwang, Dae Myeungchung) ... son of Gang 

Seon (Xuanwang, Dae Insu) ... 4 th generation descendant of Dae Yabal, brother of Go 

Hwa (Hewang, Dae Ijin) ... son of Dae Sindeok, son of Seon 

An (Angwang, Dae Geonhwang) ... brother of Hwa 

Gyeong (Jingwang, Dae Hyeonseok) ... son of An 

Dae Wihae ... son of Gyeong 

Ae (Aiwang, Dae Inseon) ... son of Dae Wihae 

(to the Liao Khitan 916) 

HUBAEKJE at Jeonju 

Gyeon Hwon ... son of Ajagae; ivang of Hubaekje; deposed, died 936 
Gyon Singeom ... son of Gyeon Hwon; deposed 
(to the Liao Khitan 936) 

HUGOGURYEO 15 at Songak (Gaeseong), then Cheolseong (Cheorwon) 

Gung Ye ... son of Gyeongmun of Silla 
(to Goryeo 918) 

DONGDAN (Khitan) at Huhan (Mudanjiang) 

Liao Yizong (Yelii Bei) ... son ofYelii Anaoji of the Khitan; fled to China, died 936 
Liao Shizong (Yelii Ruan) ... son of Yizong; deposed, later emperor of Liao 947—951 
(to the Liao Khitan 936) 

GORYEO at Songak (Gaesong) 

Taejo (Wang Geon) ... son of Sejo (Wang Ryung), son of Euijo (Jakjaegeon); daewang 

Hyejong (Wang Mu) ... son of Taejo 

Jeongjong I (Wang Yo) ... son of Taejo 

Gwangjong (Wang So) ... son of Taejo; hwangje 

Gyeongjong (Wang Yu) ... son of Gwangjong 

Seongjong (Wang Chi) ... son of Daejong, son ofTaejo 

Mokjong (Wang Song) ... son of Gyeongjong 

Hyeonjong (Wang Sun) ... son of Anjong, son ofTaejo 

Deokjong (Wang Heum) ... son of Hyeonjong 

Jeongjong II (Wang Hyeong) ... son of Hyeonjong 

Munjong (Wang Hwi) ... son of Hyeonjong 

Sunjong (Wang Hun) ... son of Munjong 

Seonjong (Wang Un) ... son of Munjong 

Heonjong (Wang Uk) ... son of Seonjong; abdicated, died 1097 

Sukjong (Wang Hee) ... son of Munjong 


J Dynastic name changed to Majin in 904 and to Taebong in 911. 
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1105 —I Ill 
1111—1146 
1146—1170 
1170—1197 
1197—1104 
1104 —IIII 
III I —1113 
1113 —1159 
1160—1174 
1174—1198 
1198 
1198 — 1308 
1308—1313 
1313 —1330 

1330— 1331 

1331- 1339 
1339-1344 
1344-1348 
1348-1351 
I 3 SI-I 374 
1374-1388 

1388— 1389 

1389— 1391 


1391—1398 
1398 — 1400 
1400—1418 
1418 — 1450 

1450 - 1451 

1451 - 1455 
1455-1468 
1468 —1469 
1469-1494 
1494 —I 506 
1506-1544 
1544-1545 
1 545-1 567 
I 567—1608 
1608 —1613 
1613 —1649 
1649 —1659 
1659-1674 
1674—1710 
1710—1714 


Yejong (Wang U) ... son of Sukjong 
Injong (Wang Hae) ... son of Yejong 

Uijong (Wang Hyeon) ... son of Injong; deposed, died 1173 
Myeongjong (Wang Ho) ... son of Injong; deposed, died 1101 
Sinjong (Wang Tak) ... son of Injong 

Huijong (Wang Yeong) ... son of Sinjong; deposed, died 1137 
Gangjong (Wang O) ... son of Myeongjong 

Gojong (Wang Cheol) ... son of Gangjong; husband of Anhyetaehu, daughter of Huijong 
Wonjong (Wang Sik) ... son of Gojong 

Chungnyeol (Wang Geo) ... son of Wonjong; wang of Goryeo; abdicated 

Chungseon (Wang Jang, Ijir-Boka ) ... son of Chungnyeol; abdicated 

Chungnyeol (Wang Geo) ... restored 

Chungseon (Wang Jang) ... restored; abdicated, died 1314 

Chungsuk (Wang Man, Ratnasri ) ... son of Chungseon; abdicated, died 1339 

Chunghye (Wang Jeong, Buddhasri) ... son of Chungsuk; deposed 

Chungsuk (Wang Man) ... restored 

Chunghye (Wang Jeong) ... restored 

Chungmok (Wang Heun, Padma-Dorji ) ... son of Chunghye 
Chungjeong (Wang Jeo) ... son of Chunghye 
Gongmin (Wang Jeon, Bayan-Temur) ... son of Chungsuk 
Uwang (Wang U) ... son of Gongmin; abdicated, died 1389 
Changwang (Wang Chang) ... son of Uwang; deposed, died 1389 

Gongyang (Wang Yo) ... son of Wang Gyun, son of Sunhwahu, son of Wang Bun, son of 
Wang Yeong, son of Want In, son of Yangyanggong, son of Sinjong; deposed, died 1394 

JOSEON at Hanyang (Seoul) 

Taejo (I Dan 14 ) ... son of Hwanjo (I Jachun); wang of Joseon; abdicated, died 1408 

Jeongjong (I Gyeong 1 *) ... son of Taejo; abdicated, died 1419 

Taejong (I Bangwon) ... son of Taejo; abdicated, died 1411 

Sejong (I Do) ... son of Taejong 

Munjong (I Hyang) ... son of Sejong 

Danjong (I Hongwi) ... son of Munjong; deposed, died 1457 
Sejo (I Yu) ... son of Sejong 
Yejong (I Gwang) ... son of Sejo 

Seongjong (I Hyeol) ... son of Deokjong 16 (I Jang), son of Sejo 

Yeonsangun (I Yung) ... son of Seongjong; deposed, died 1506 

Jungjong (I Yeok) ... son of Seongjong 

Injong (I Ho) ... son of Jungjong 

Myeongjong (I Hwan) ... son of Jungjong 

Seonjo (I Yeon) ... son of Deokheunggun, son of Jungjong 

Gwanghaegun (I Hon) ... son of Seonjo; deposed, died 1641 

Injo (I Jong) ... son of Wonjong 1 ? (I Bu), son of Seonjo 

Hyojong (I Ho) ... son of Injo 

Hyeonjong (I Yeon) ... son of Hyojong 

Sukjong (I Sun) ... son of Hyeonjong 

Gyeongjong (I Yun) ... son of Sukjong 


14 Originally named I Seonggye. 

15 Originally named I Banggwa. 

16 Earlier title Uigyeonggun. 

17 Earlier title Jeongwongun. 
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1724-1776 

1776—1800 

1800—1834 

1834—1849 

1849—1863 

1863—1907 


1907—1910 


Yeongjo (I Geum) ... son of Sukjong 

Jeongjo (I San) ... son of Jangjo 18 (I Sado), son of Yeongjo; posthumously adopted son of 
Hyojangseja, son of Yeongjo 
Sunjo (I Gong) ... son of Jeongjo 

Heonjong (I Hwan) ... son of Ikjong 19 (I Da), son of Sunjo 

Cheoljong (I Byeon) ... son of Jeongyedaewongun, son of Euneongun (I In), brother of Jeongjo; 
posthumously adopted son of Sunjo 

Gojong (I Myeongbok) ... son of Heungseondaewongun (I Haeung), son ofNamyeongun 
(I Gu ), 10 posthumously adopted son of Eunsingun (I Jin), brother of Jeongjo; hwangje 
1897; abdicated, died 1919 

Sunjong (I Cheok) ... son of Gojong; deposed, died 1926 

(to Japan 1910; independent 1945; divided into republics of North and South Korea 1948) 


,s Earlier title Jangheonseja. 

19 Earlier title Hyomyonggun. 

10 Namyeongun (I Gu) was the son of I Byeongwon, son of I Shinink, son of Anheunggun, son of Euiwongun, 
son of Boknyeonggun, son of Inpyeongdaegun (I Myo), son of Injo. 



